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GTDP Community Sub-Group Meeting, 19th April 2017

1 GTDP Board and other Sub-Group Meetings

The GTDP Board has not met since our last Sub-Group meeting. However, a private
workshop was held on 17th March, which I attended as the Sub-Group’s representative.
At this workshop, further work was done on the Board’s Objectives, by compiling lists of
the projects and issues to be prioritised under each one. It is currently unclear exactly
how and when the objectives will be made public and if or how the public will have an
opportunity to provide feedback on them. However, the community Sub-Group has been
specifically asked to provide feedback on the list of projects and issues compiled for one
of the objectives. See the separate paper for further details.

A meeting of the Planning & Projects Sub-Group took place on 24th March, which Andy
Cruse attended as our representative. Andy raised three particular issues that had come
up at our previous meetings: namely traffic issues along Mundford Road, railway station
accessibility and parking, and S106 Provisions of the SUE. The Planning & Projects Sub-
Group took the view that these issues would be dealt with naturally as the SUE works
proceeded, and so they did not need special attention before then.

2 Future Community Sub-Group Meetings

At the last Sub-Group meeting, we again received feedback that a more central location in
Thetford might be more accessible to larger numbers of residents. (Currently our meetings
have all be held at the Charles Burrell Centre.) The Town Council Clerk kindly offered
us the use of the Council Chamber in King’s House, which we were pleased to accept. It
was also decided that we would switch from meeting monthly to meeting once every two
months (like the main GTDP Board) — at least until the Kingsfleet development gets
started, when we might re-consider the need to meet more frequently.

Dates for Sub-Group meetings for the rest of the year have now been agreed for the third
Wednesday in odd-numbered months. All these meetings will take place in King’s House,
starting at 7pm. The dates are as follows:

• Wednesday 17th May

• Wednesday 19th July

• Wednesday 20th September

• Wednesday 15th November
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3 GTDP Website

Following several delays, Breckland Council is now in a position to be able to make im-
provements to the GTDP Website at http://www.gtdp.org.uk/. A new template design
was previewed at our last meeting, and the Sub-Group is currently working on agreeing
the basic structure and text so the new site can go live.

4 Answers to Public Questions and Concerns

Various issues have been raised by the public at previous Sub-Group meetings, and we
have attempted to investigate and provide answers.

Bus Interchange Issues. Various issues have been raised concerning the Bus Inter-
change, and enquires were made with Norfolk County Council on 16th January.
I had a response about the digital screen (work is is ongoing to install an internet
connection, which is needed to make it operational). However, despite chasing this
up once again, I have yet to have any response on the other issues raised: the lack
of signage to prevent drivers accidentally entering the bus station, the lack of a
pedestrian crossing on Minstergate, and the ability for private hire coaches to use
the spare stands.

Railway Station Parking and Access. At the Sub-Group meeting on 11th January,
various issues were raised about the railway station, including its lack of parking, and
lack of accessibility for the disabled and those with limited mobility. In particular,
it was noted that Station Lane, the road access to the northern platform, is not an
adopted highway, and as a result of the condition of the surface, taxis will often
refuse to use it.

I am still following up these issues with Greater Anglia. Hopefully I will be meeting
with a representative shortly to discuss these issues and what scope there might be
for improvements.

Castle Steps and Ford Meadow Gates These projects were raised at our March meet-
ing as issues of community concern. Both projects are the responsibility of the town
council, and so we referred the matters to them to consider. I have not had any
formal reports back from the Town Council representative on the Sub-Group, but I
believe that the Ford Meadow gates issue is being actively investigated, with view
to asking the contractor to provide more accessible kissing gates. (The better design
being considered has an additional bolt on the gate that can be released with a
RADAR key to allow the gate to be opened outwards. If implemented correctly, this
would allow larger wheelchairs and mobility scooters to pass through.)

King Street Square The public’s concern with the square was raised at the last Board
Meeting. I have heard nothing about any discussions being held or action being
taken yet.
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