
Item 6: Items for Discussion
GTDP Community Sub-Group Meeting, 15th November 2017

(a) Sub-Group Membership

The Sub-Group currently comprises three council representatives (one each from Thetford
Town, Croxton Parish and Brettenham & Kilverstone Parish Councils) and four independent
community members (who were recruited via an open application process in 2015). A number
of issues have arisen recently in connection with the membership of the Sub-Group, which
it would be useful to discuss.

Business Forum Representative

Following the recent changes to the membership of the GTDP Board (with the Business
Forum one of those organisations to lose their seat), the Board agreed that the Business
Forum should have a Representative on the Community Sub-Group.

It is expected that the Sub-Group’s Terms of Reference will be updated to reflect this in due
course. But in the mean time, in order to ensure continued representation for the Business
Forum, the Sub-Group might like to consider co-opting a Business Forum representative on
a temporary basis.

Young People’s Representative

It has previously been suggested that the Community Sub-Group would benefit from having
more input from younger people, and a specific Young Person’s representative was suggested.
The newly established Thetford Youth Council would have seemed an ideal body to ask to
nominate a representative. (Doing so would have avoided duplication of effort with recruit-
ment and selection.) But apparently the Town Council will not allow this. The Sub-Group
is therefore invited to consider alternatives for obtaining youth input, either via a specific
Youth Representative or otherwise.

Election / Re-Election of Community Members

The Sub-Group’s terms of reference state that membership should be reviewed annually, but
no provision is made for how to refresh or re-appoint the independent community members.
Ideas are sought for what would be best to propose here. Should nominations be sought and
an election be run? If so, how? Should councillors and members of other groups already
represented on the Sub-Group Board be ineligible to stand and/or vote in any such election,
in order to ensure greater diversity on the Sub-Group?
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