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BRECKLAND COUNCIL

At a Meeting of the

GREATER THETFORD DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP COMMUNITY SUB-GROUP

Held on Wednesday, 17 January 2018 at 7.00 pm in
King's House, King Street, Thetford, IP24 2AT

PRESENT
Mr Robert Whittaker (RW) Chairman
Corrine Fulford (CF)
Mike Brown (MB) Business Forum
Brenda Canham (BC) Thetford Town Council
Andy Cruse (AC)
Rae Herries (RH)
Diana Goucher (DG)

In Attendance
Riana Rudland (RR) Breckland Place Manager
Teresa Smith, Breckland Council Democratic Services Team Leader

Members of the public included:
Mr Armes, Mrs Armes, Mr Hogkinson, Mr Hunt

Action By

1/18 INTRODUCTION 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the 
purpose of the Greater Thetford Development Partnership Board and 
its three sub-groups.  Members introduced themselves.

The Chairman was informed by Mike Brown that Steve Jackson and 
Simon Long would be additional members from the Business Forum 
and attendance would be rotated. 

2/18 APOLOGIES 

An apology was received from Mr D Stephen.

3/18 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on 15 November 2017 were 
approved.

It was noted that the Projects and Planning meeting had been 
cancelled.  MB informed Members that he had heard that Robert 
Campbell would be leading on the TEP project.

ACTION: RR would confirm this. RR 

4/18 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MATTERS ARISING 

Public Document Pack



Greater Thetford Development Partnership Community Sub-Group
17 January 2018

2

Action By

A member of the public presented an original leaflet from a previous 
consultation regarding the Thetford Southern Link Road.  CF thanked 
Mr Hodgson, and would feed the information into the projects and 
planning group.  The Chairman added that an update had been 
provided by Norfolk County Council at the Board meeting in December 
regarding the traffic planning work.  

The Chairman updated members of the Greater Thetford Development 
Partnership (GTDP) Board meeting held in December.  

BC raised concerns over the health issues in Thetford and informed 
the Sub-Group that the drug rehabilitation unit in Thetford was due to 
move to Norwich in April, which was very disappointing. MB added 
there needed to be evidence to support the current needs within 
Thetford.

RR suggested to ask the Clinical Commissioning Group what their 
proposal would be going forward in terms of commissioning services 
for the growth of Thetford.

The sharps box at the public toilet located in Cage Lane had been 
removed and would not be replaced as it was not being emptied 
correctly.  

The Chairman said that the GTDP Board had set aside a meeting 
where public health officials would be invited to discuss issues and 
concerns.  He had been asked to provide questions so would raise 
these points.

ACTION: Chairman asked BC to email the details so he 
could raise the issues of the Drug rehabilitation unit, and 
the Sharps boxes at the GTDP board meeting that included 
public health.

BC also raised concern of the issue of the cemetery within Thetford, as 
they were only allowed two burials per month.  She asked the GTDP 
Board to consider the whole area, and consider different options.

Mrs Armes provided the sub-group with an update on the X-ray 
department based at the Healthy Living Centre of Thetford.  This had 
closed some months ago, however Doctors at School Lane and Grove 
Lane were working together with West Suffolk Hospital to re-open the 
facility.

The Chairman informed the sub-group that he had added to the GTDP 
Board terms of reference a further bullet point that said it was officially 
part of the Boards role to communicate with the public.  Mrs Armes 
asked how this would be administered to communicate with the public.  
The Chairman said it would be up to the board to decide depending on 
what engagement it was concerning.

The Chairman updated the sub-group on the bus interchange, and 
train ticket queries.  
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ACTION: The Chairman to write to EMT with regards to 
using rail cards on the train as the ticket machine is only 
accessible by the public walking over the bridge (not 
accessible for those who are disabled).

5/18 SUSTAINABLE URBAN EXPANSION AND THETFORD 
ENTERPRISE PARK UPDATES 

Members were informed that the first planning application had been 
received by Breckland Council, for the first phase of 343 homes.  
Details of the planning application could be found on the Breckland 
website, under the planning reference 3PL/2017/1576/D - Vacant Land 
at Sub-Phase 1a of the proposed Kings Fleet sustainable Urban 
Extension land north-west of the A1075 Thetford. 

It was asked if affordable housing had been considered of which 
details could be found within the supporting documents of the planning 
application.

It was hoped that information regarding the bid to Homes and 
Communities Agency (HCA) would be heard by the end of January.

6/18 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

A Member of the public raised concerns about the standard of the pot 
holes that had recently been filled.  The Chairman suggested he used 
the ‘report it’ function on the Norfolk County Council website.

BC suggested the GTDP Board should consider suggesting alternative 
ways to resurfacing, such as those used in Australia and that Norfolk 
could be the first to use this idea in the country.  Similarly to that of the 
Community Fridge idea that was initiated in Breckland and is now 
sweeping the country.

Another member of the public raised concerns of the street lights being 
out on the Mundford roundabout since November.

A member of the public said the proposed cycling/walking document 
was very good.  MB added that the Chairman should circulate the 
posters, and he would ensure that it is also circulated across the 
business noticeboards around the town.  The Chairman added that 
NCC were also producing a map of cycle-ways.

It was asked if cycle-ways had been considered within the new 
development.  The Chairman would consider this.

Mrs Armes asked the GTDP Board to consider alternative ways to 
produce electricity, and suggested the Old Coffee Mill could be used to 
generate electricity.

7/18 ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 



Greater Thetford Development Partnership Community Sub-Group
17 January 2018

4

Action By

The Chairman presented the draft Cycling and Walking report he had 
compiled based on the public engagement held during the summer of 
2017.  He asked the sub-group for feedback and suggestions on 
moving the report forward.

Following an in-depth discussion it was suggested that the report 
should be forwarded to Norfolk County Council for their consideration 
and input into what could be delivered over a period of 5 years.  From 
that a development plan of short, medium and long term goals could 
be set. 

BC said a priority had to be arranging a cycle-way on Croxton Road, to 
enable the youth to reach the academy.

It was asked that dropped kerbs were also considered as this was 
important for those with pushchairs or disabilities.  

CF thanked the Chairman for the effort he had put into the report, and 
asked the sub group members for their feedback.

A member of the public suggested that a picture of what should be 
done and why should be included with how it fitted into the overall 
scheme as this would provide concrete proposals which the GTDP 
Board could relate to.

SA asked for the statistics on who had completed the survey, and 
suggested that the report should go back out to the public for 
consultation asking if report covered the issues raised.

ACTION: The Chairman would add the feedback received 
to the report, and forward to Norfolk County Council for 
their input.  This detail would then be reported back to the 
sub-group for discussion into forming a development plan.
Mr Hunt would provide the Chairman with a contact from 
the Academy for their input.  
The Chairman would also send the document to the GTDP 
Board for their input and provide an update at the next 
meeting.

8/18 ITEMS TO NOTE 

Items were noted.

9/18 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

RR asked the sub-group if a recommendation had been put forward to 
the Board with regard to the re-election of a Chair of the Community 
Sub-Group, as stated in the Terms of Reference.  The Chairman 
confirmed this had been covered at a previous meeting, and minuted 
and therefore the Board would have access to this.

Members were also asked how they intended to join with other groups 
and communities that were interested in joining the Community Sub-
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Group.  The Chairman said that again this had been covered, and if 
other sections of the community would like to be involved then the 
Sub-Group would like to hear from them.

It was noted that there was still issues of car parking within the town.

ACTION:  RR would provide an update of the Thetford 
Parking Study to the Sub-Group.

Members were informed that additional parking could be made by 
Rampart Way.  Many years ago, work had been undertaken to make 
this area into a car park, but had been stopped. It was believed that 
Thetford Town Council owned the land.

RR 

10/18 NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Greater Thetford Development Partnership 
Communities Sub-Group would be held on 21 March 2018, at 7.00pm, 
and be held at Kings House, Kings Street, Thetford.

11/18 MEETING SUMMARY 

The Chairman would complete this and arrange for it to be uploaded 
onto the website.

The meeting closed at 9.15 pm

CHAIRMAN



GTDP Community Sub-Group Meeting

Wednesday 17th January 2018, 7–9pm,
King’s House, King Street, Thetford

Meeting Highlights
• At the recent Board meeting, the Board accepted a number of suggestions from the

Community sub-Group surrounding communication, and had also added a specific point
on public communication and consultation to its role in its Terms of Reference.

• The state of health provision in the town was again brought up. This is already a focus
for the Board, who are hoping to get key officials to answer questions at a future Board
meeting. The issues raised at the Sub-Group meeting will be passed on. There was also
good news that X-ray services would shortly be returning to the Health Living Centre.

• In response to a query at the last meeting about the price of train tickets bought on
the train, the matter had been checked with the two local Train Operating Companies.
With the exception of railcard discounts on East Midlands Trains, the price of all other
tickets for immediate travel from Thetford should be the same whether bought on the
train, at the ticket office or from the machine.

• Issues with the Bus Interchange had been forwarded on to Norfolk County Council. A
positive response had been received, saying steps will be taken to address the height of
the timetable displays, buses blocking the entrance, and parking near the exit.

• The planning application for the first part of the Sustainable Urban Expansion has
now been submitted. Hopkins Homes are applying to build around 340 houses on land
between Norwich Road and the railway line. The application number 3PL/2017/1576/D
can be viewed online Breckland’s Planning Portal: https://goo.gl/QDX43g .

• The draft Cycling and Walking Routes Report (see https://goo.gl/95RNyB) was
discussed. Some further work is needed and feedback on the draft would still be much
appreciated. Thetford Academy and the Highways department at Norfolk County Council
will also be approached for their input.

For more information, the agenda and papers for the meeting can be found online at
http://www.gtdp.org.uk/community-subgroup. The full minutes will be uploaded there
within about two weeks of the meeting.

Next GTDP Board Meeting: 16th February 2018 (10am–12 noon; venue to be confirmed.)

Next Community Sub-Group Meeting: 21st March 2018 (7–9pm; King’s House, Thetford)
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