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GTDP Community Sub-Group Meeting, 11th July 2018

1 GTDP Board Meetings

I attended the GTDP Board meeting on 11th June as the Sub-Group’s representative. This was
a private meeting, although I did not see any justification for this. I could see that some people
might have wanted to discuss governance arrangements in private, but I could not see why the
rest of the meeting also needed to be in private. I therefore objected to this, but to no avail. It
was stated at the meeting that a public version of the minutes would be produced, but at the
time of writing this has yet to appear at http://www.gtdp.org.uk/board.

Some of the key points from the meeting were as follows:

• Various governance change proposals were brought to the meeting by Breckland Council,
which were all passed. In particular this means each of the councils (including the parishes)
will be invited to send two representatives to the Board meetings in future. While the
Community Sub-Group will still have a representative at the Board meetings, they will
be non-voting. There will also be reduced administrative support for the Community
Sub-Group (see later agenda item).

• Because of the proposed changes to the Board, the advertising for the Independent mem-
bers of the Community Sub-Group has been put on hold. This will now be resumed.

• The Sub-Group’s Cycling and Walking report got a positive response. The Board wanted
to the relevant council officers to look at the recommendations in more detail before con-
sidering actions. I should be meeting with them shortly to discuss things further. (I note
that one action has already been completed — the bushes overgrowing the cycle path on
London Road between Newtown and St Martin’s Way have recently been cut back.)

• Despite the strong recommendation from the Community Sub-Group, the Board voted to
require the Business Forum’s choice of rep for the Sub-Group to be approved by the Board
Chair and the three Sub-Group Town/Parish members.

2 Answers and Updates to Public Questions and Concerns

Various issues have been raised by the public at previous Sub-Group meetings, and we have
attempted to investigate and provide updates.

Road Junctions. At the Sub-Group meeting in May, a member of the public raised a number
of issues regarding the design / geometry of road junctions in the town. He sent me
further written details after the meeting, which I forwarded on to David Cumming at
Norfolk County Council to feed in to their current highways work.

Size of PSPO Signs. At the Sub-Group meeting in May, the small size of the ‘Public Spaces
Protection Order’ signs was questioned, as some thought they were too small to be noticed
by most people. As promised, I have forwarded the issue on to the Safer Thetford Action
Group (STAG) for them to consider.
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Railway Station Access Issues and Parking. Various issues with the station have been
raised at different Community Sub-Group meetings, including the poor accessibility of
the footbridge and the lack of car parking. The Board wrote to Greater Anglia back in
March, but have yet to make any significant progress with them.

There is a possibility of moving some of the allotments to the north of the station to make
way for extra parking. There were no updates on this at the Board meeting, but I think
the sticking point may be finding a suitable alternative site for the displaced allotments.

Cost of Purchasing Train Tickets on the Train. At the November 2017 Sub-Group meet-
ing, an issue was raised about passengers being charged more when buying tickets on the
train compared with buying them at the station. In almost all cases, this shouldn’t hap-
pen. The main exception is those travelling with East Midlands Trains, who do not give
railcard discounts on the train if ticketing facilities are available at the station.

The Board wrote to East Midlands Trains about this issue in April, and have got some
positive engagement from the company, but as yet there is nothing definite to report.

Health-Care Provision Concern had been expressed at various Community Sub-Group meet-
ings about the lack of planning for expanded health-care provision for the new SUE resi-
dents. There was again nothing further on this at the last Board meeting, but the issues
should be picked up in the forward plan work, and dealt with at a future meeting.

Poor Standard of Pothole Repairs At our March 2018 meeting, a member of the public
again raised the issue of the poor repair of potholes in Harwood Avenue. The repairs seem
to have used too much tarmac, which has over-spilled the holes and sites proud of the
original surface. I have since noticed similar patches elsewhere around the town.

I have been in contact again with David Jacklin (Highway Engineer at Norfolk County
Council) since the last Sub-Group meeting. It is still not clear whether the filling has been
done properly, but David has agreed to take a look next time he is in Thetford.
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