
Item 4: SUE, TEP and
Waterspace Updates

GTDP Community Sub-Group Meeting, 19th September 2018

1 SUE Phase 1A Planning Application

The first new houses on the Sustainable Urban Expansion (SUE) — also known as Kingsfleet —
will be built by Hopkins Homes, on land inside the A11 between the A1075 Norwich Road and
the Railway. Outline planning permission for the whole development was granted in 2015. The
‘reserved matters’ application containing the detail plans for this first sub-phase was considered
by Breckland’s planning committee on 4th June, where it was approved. The applications,
reports, and planning conditions can be viewed online:

• Outline Permission for SUE Development (3PL/2011/0805/O) http://goo.gl/YHqXr5

• Reserved Matters Permission for Phase 1A (3PL/2017/1576/D) http://goo.gl/QDX43g

2 Community Governance Review (Thetford Boundary Change)

At the request of Thetford Town Council, Breckland District Council is currently running a
Community Governance Review to consider changing the boundary of the Parish of Thetford
so that it incorporates the whole of the new development to the north of the town.

Two stages of consultation have now been completed. The most recent ran from 16th April
to 22nd June, and attracting 3947 responses. Of these, 3855 (97.67%) were in favour of the
boundary being moved.

The Community Governance Sub-Committee of Breckland Council met on Wednesday 8th Au-
gust 2018 to consider the responses. After much discussion and representations from various
councillors and other representatives, the Sub-Committee agreed to recommend that the bound-
ary between Thetford and Croxton be moved to the A11, while the boundary with Kilverstone
would remain where it is for the time being. If accepted by the Full Council, this would mean
that the first three phases of the Kingsfleet development (up until around 2034) will be within
Thetford parish. A review of the Kilverstone Boundary could be carried out nearer the time of
the later development (which will take place on land currently in Kilverstone Parish).

A third consultation is now taking place between 20th August and 28th September. This is
giving people the opportunity to comment on the new proposals, including the addition of a
new two-councillor ward for Thetford Town Council, what that new ward should be called, and
any further comments on the boundary move. Details can be found on the Breckland website
at https://www.breckland.gov.uk/Community-Governance-Review-Thetford

Assuming that the proposed boundary change goes through, none of the new development
would occur in the Parish of Croxton. There is therefore a future question about how Croxton
Parish should be represented within the GTDP and Community Sub-Group. It is perhaps a bit
premature to consider this in detail at the moment, but Sub-Group members may wish to start
giving it some thought. Where-ever the development occurs, residents in surrounding parishes
will still have an interest in the Town and its facilities, so there is certainly a benefit in retaining
their input to the Community Sub-Group.
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3 TEP Roundabout

Funding is in place for the new roundabout to provide access to the Thetford Enterprise Park
(TEP) site, which is the land between the A11, A1066 Mundford Road, and Brunel Way. The
roundabout will be built at the junction of the A1066 and Wyatt Way, with an additional exit
being provided for the TEP.

A formal planning application for the work (Y/3/2018/3002) was approved by Norfolk County
Council on 10th July 2018. Details can be found at https://bit.ly/2tTIuDg. According to
Norfolk County Council, work on site is due to start around the 10th September and is expected
to last 13 weeks. Full details can be found at https://bit.ly/2CtmbLn.

Norfolk County Council say that the project cost is £1.5M (an update from their original release
that said £950k), but it is unclear if this figure includes all the design and planning work.
Funds allocated to the project include £1.98M from the Local Enterprise Partnership (which
was originally intended for sustainable transport projects in Thetford) and £450k allocated by
Norfolk County Council from their ‘Pooled Business Rates’. There is also a sum of £400k from
residual Moving Thetford Forward funding, that was re-allocated by Breckland council for the
TEP, but it is unclear what this will be / has been spent on.

At the last GTDP Board meeting in June, I asked for detail of the budget / estimated costs for
the TEP Roundabout project. Robert Campbell from Breckland Council promised to provide
the figures, but despite me chasing this up with him several times, he has not yet done so
at time of writing. Any excess funding left over from the Roundabout should be available
for sustainable transport projects in or around Thetford, such as those recommended by the
Sub-Group’s Cycling and Walking report (http://www.gtdp.org.uk/cycling-walking).

4 Waterspace Issues

Over the summer, it was reported to me a couple of times that there were problems with fallen
trees blocking the use of the river by small craft between Thetford and Santon Downham. Weeds
were also still a hindrance to the same. I was told that the Environment Agency, who have some
responsibility for the river, were only prepared to take action to prevent flooding, not to maintain
navigation.

I made some enquires with the Environment Agency to try to determine what their powers and
responsibilities are. (Could they, for example, require the owners of fallen trees to clear them?)
Unfortunately, there appears to be some confusion over exactly who holds the Navigation Rights
(which could confer powers to deal with navigation issues on the river) to that stretch of the
river. The initial response I had from the Environment Agency said they thought the Navigation
Rights rest with Breckland District Council.

Until recently, this was generally thought to be correct, as Breckland Council is the successor
body to the old Thetford Borough that previously held the Navigation Rights. However, recent
research by the East Anglian Waterways Association, has found that the Rights were transferred
from the Borough to the River Great Ouse Catchment Board in 1935. (See the last page of the
document at https://bit.ly/2CuClnI.) The Navigation Rights would thus probably now rest
with the Environment Agency, as the successor body to that Catchment Board.

I am still waiting for a response from the Environment Agency on this matter, after supplying
them with the evidence above from the East Anglian Waterways Association.
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