
Item 4: SUE, TEP and
Waterspace Updates

GTDP Community Sub-Group Meeting, 21st November 2018

1 SUE Phase 1A Progress

Construction work started in October on the first new houses on the Sustainable Urban Expan-
sion (SUE) — also known as Kingsfleet. Phase 1A is being built by Hopkins Homes, on land
inside the A11 between the A1075 Norwich Road and the Railway. Further information about
the development can be found at https://bit.ly/2PXy95z .

2 Community Governance Review (Thetford Boundary Change)

At the request of Thetford Town Council, Breckland District Council is currently running a
Community Governance Review to consider changing the boundary of the Parish of Thetford
so that it incorporates the whole of the new development to the north of the town.

Three stages of public consultation have now been completed. The most recent ran from 20th
August to 28th September and gave people the opportunity to comment the new proposal to
extend the town boundary just into Croxton parish, the addition of a new two-councillor ward
for Thetford Town Council, what that new ward should be called.

The Community Governance Sub-Committee met on 19th October to consider the responses
to the third consultation. A total of 99 responses had been received. Of these, 86 were in
favour of adding a new ward with two additional councillors, and 67 agreed with the boundary
change proposals. The committee agreed to recommend the proposed changes to the full council.
Suggested names for the new ward were varied, but 47 people suggested “Saxon”, probably as a
result of encouragement from some local residents. The committee was divided over the name,
as there had been a previous Thetford ward called “Saxon”, which could potentially result in
confusion. It was eventually agreed to propose “New Saxon” as the ward name.

The proposals will now go forward to a full meeting of Breckland Council for a final decision.

Further background information and details of the earlier consultation rounds can be found at
https://bit.ly/2RQXBqK.

3 TEP Roundabout

Construction work is continuing on the new roundabout on the A1066 Mundford Road, which
will provide access to the Thetford Enterprise Park (TEP) site (to occupy the land between the
A11, and Brunel Way. The roundabout should be completed by early to mid December. Further
details can be found at https://bit.ly/2zN5INy.

Norfolk County Council say that the project cost is £1.5M. Funds allocated to the project include
£1.98M from the Local Enterprise Partnership (which was originally intended for sustainable
transport projects in Thetford) and £450k allocated by Norfolk County Council from their
‘Pooled Business Rates’. Any excess funding left over from the Roundabout should be available
for sustainable transport projects in or around Thetford, such as those recommended by the
Sub-Group’s Cycling and Walking report (http://www.gtdp.org.uk/cycling-walking).
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4 River Thet Re-Routing

Erosion of the river bank at Ford Meadow during Summer 2018 has resulted in the main flow
of the River Thet being diverted from its historic course under the Coffee Mill. The main flow
now follows what was a smaller drainage channel. This passes under the middle bridge of Nuns’
Bridges, before joining the Little Ouse just below the Thetford Pulp Mill Sluice. The old course
between Ford Meadow and the Tricorn bridge by the Riverside development now has a lower
water level, and is almost stagnant with very little flow.

The Environment Agency has responsibility for the river flows, while Thetford Town Council
has responsibility for the banks where the breach occurred. The two organisations are currently
working together to find a solution that will restore the levels and allow fish to move freely
between the Little Ouse and Thet rivers. A feasibility study will be completed after which both
the Environment Agency and the Town Council will discuss the possible actions to be taken.
The council will take the options to the Amenities, Land and Property Committee for discussion
and decision. Depending on the final option and cost, the Town Council hopes to implement it
before the end of March 2019.

A public meeting of interested parties (including many landowners and residents of properties
adjacent to the new and old courses) was held in the Bell Hotel on Thursday 8th November,
hosted by The Thetford River Group. The consensus was that the bank should be repaired, in
order to return the majority of the flow to the old course, and avoid problems of flooding from
the new course. The meeting agreed to support a letter being sent to the Town Council urging
them to take such action as soon as possible in conjunction with the Environment Agency.

For further details see
https://thetford.mathmos.net/developments/waterspace/river-thet-diversion/
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